The Two Sudans : Some Aspects of the South
basis of Arabic race and language, and Islam, with their
resulting unity of social and political ideas have fused the
northern Sudan into a single whole. The District Com-
missioner who is transferred from Berber to Bara, from
Kassala to Kordofan finds that he is dealing, in different
local conditions, with the same kind of people, the same
mental outlook. Once he has accustomed himself to the
difference caused by a varying mode of life he knows what
to expect.
Moreover, the culture of the north is one which is easily
comprehensible to ourselves. Islam can claim in some
measure to be a development of Christianity and the
Koran has borrowed largely from the Old Testament and
the New. One can read of the theological disputes of
the Ash'arites and Mu'tazilites with no more feeling of
nightmare than is induced by an account of the Arian
or Nestorian controversies. The broad divisions of Sunni
and Shia have their analogy in the two great divisions of
Christendom. Most of the popular superstition is easily
paralleled in Europe where the evil eye is stOl a common-
place and the vampire and were-wolf hardly dead. The
political organisation of the tribe and its sections under
the Nazir and his subordinate sheikhs is to us a normal
and logical one, similar to that tinder which our ancestors
may well have lived. Moreover, the Arab mentality is
not so far removed from our own ; we continually find
things which surprise us, but seldom things which shock
us. His general ideas of right and wrong are broadly
similar to our own.
Though geographically in Africa, the northern Sudan
might almost be regarded as culturally a part of Asia.
The people have a large measure of Asiatic blood, speak
an Asiatic tongue and adhere to a Semitic creed, and
make contact with the modern world through the literature
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